
OUR MUSEUM SHIPS 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN TOURING OUR MUSEUM SHIPS 

The Col. James M. Schoonmaker Museum Ship is a 617’ lake freighter. The Schoonmaker was
built in 1911 by the Shenango Furnace Company. The freighter carried bulk cargo like iron,
coal, stone and grain for over 70 years. 
The Museum Tug Ohio is a 103’ lake class tugboat. The tug 1903 it was built as a fireboat for
the Milwaukee Fire Department and was reworked into a lake class tugboat in 1952. Lake
class tugboats were used to tow other vessels across the lakes and for ice-breaking. 

Guided tours of the Col. James M. Schoonmaker Museum Ship typically take 1 to 1 ½ hours. 
Guided tours of the Museum Tug Ohio typically take 20-30 minutes.
There is a lot of walking; the Schoonmaker is 617’ long and the Ohio is 106’ long. 

Wear comfortable shoes. 
Closed toes and non-slip are best. They don’t sail, but they’re still boats and they are
floating. 
Access to the boats are via steep gangways and there are steep, narrow stairs. 

The deck is not a smooth surface. There are ridges, bumps and other obstructions.
Unfortunately it is not wheelchair accessible. 

Visit www.nmgl.org/museum-interactive-tour/ to see our google spin tour, which gives a
good representation of the accessibility constraints aboard the museum ships.

Be prepared for weather. 
The Schoonmaker and Ohio may close due to high winds or very heavy rain, but tours
typically continue if the rain isn’t too heavy. 
Much of the tours takes place on the decks where there is no cover from rain: dress
responsibly. 

There will be zero tolerance for running, climbing or horseplay aboard the boats. 
For safety reasons we don’t give second warnings. 
You may be asked to leave the boat. 
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