
different story 
in every 

 fresh water... 
and a 

84% of the continent’s  

drop 

National Museum of the Great Lakes 

1701 Front Street  •  Toledo, Ohio 43605 

inlandseas.org  •  419.214.5000 

@NationalMuseumoftheGreatLakes 

The National Museum of the Great Lakes is a 

historical, hands-on museum offering students 

of all ages a unique opportunity to explore 

history in an entertaining, educational and 

profound way.  
 

The National Museum of the Great Lakes is 

owned and operated by the Great Lakes 

Historical Society. Founded in 1944, the Great 

Lakes Historical Society has been preserving our 

shared cultural history by publishing a quarterly 

journal Inland Seas® since 1945; by operating a 

maritime museum since 1952; by offering 

educational programs to the general public 

since 1956; and by conducting underwater 

archaeological research across the Great 

Lakes since 2002. The opening of the National 

Museum of the Great Lakes in 2014 enables the 

Great Lakes Historical Society to continue its 

mission to preserve and make known the 

important history of the Great Lakes.  



OUR MUSEUM EXHIBITS 

Our 11,000 square-foot exhibit space was 

designed to educate and entertain, including 

over 300 artifacts, powerful audiovisual 

displays and 40 hands-on interactive exhibits. 

Through these exhibits and through 

supplemental programming, students will learn 

about the important role of the Great Lakes in 

our regional, national and global history. 

Looking through the lens of Great Lakes 

history, students will also explore the ways that 

math, science and technological innovation 

have shaped and been shaped by the Great 

Lakes. Each field trip includes supplemental 

programming to ensure that students connect 

their museum experience back to what they 

are learning in the classroom. 

OUR MUSEUM SHIP 
S.S. COL. JAMES M. SCHOONMAKER 

May through October, students can step 

back in time aboard our meticulously restored 

lake freighter. Built in 1911, the Col. James M. 

Schoonmaker was ground breaking, both in 

size and in technological innovation. Through 

a guided tour, students will learn first-hand 

about the history of Great Lakes 

transportation, the math and science behind 

maritime technology and about the people 

who made their livings on the lakes. 



MAP IT! 

These programs utilize nautical charts to build 

skills in topics ranging from geometry to 

geography and science, all while illuminating 

the history of the Great Lakes. 
 

Fourth Grade: Students will use nautical charts 

to discuss earth’s surface and geography. They 

will draw line segments between Great Lakes 

ports and create different types of angles. 
 

Fifth Grade: Students will use nautical charts 

overlaid with a coordinate plane to plot points 

and draw intersecting line segments. They will 

learn about longitude and latitude as well as 

producers and consumers on the Great Lakes. 
 

Seventh Grade: Students will use nautical 

charts, overlaid with a coordinate plane to 

plot points draw line segments and examine 

different types of angles. They will also discuss 

the stages of photosynthesis as well as historical 

methods of transportation. 
 

Eighth Grade: Students will use nautical charts 

overlaid with a coordinate plane to plot points 

and explore linear functions. They will also 

discuss transportation systems on the Great 

Lakes and the introduction of invasive species. 

We can also come to you! Our outreach 

programs illustrate the connections between 

STEM education and Great Lakes history while 

supporting Ohio Learning Standards. 
 

FREIGHTER FUN!  
These programs utilize models of lake 

freighters to build skills in topics ranging from 

measurement, scale and functions to 

geography and science, while exploring both 

the past and the future of the Great Lakes. 
 

Fourth Grade: Students will explore the 

geography of the Great Lakes, calculate 

distance based on speed and time travelled 

and determine the area of rectangles based 

on measurements of the freighter model. 
 

Fifth Grade: Students will take measurements, 

convert between units within a system and 

calculate volume of rectangular prisms. They 

will also calculate speed based on time and 

distance. 
 

Seventh Grade: Students will discuss the 

hydrologic cycle of the Great Lakes as well 

as calculate different speed ratios and 

percentages. 
 

Eighth Grade: Students will explore force and 

motion as they relate to speed. They will also 

graph changes in speed using slope. 



INTRODUCE YOUR STUDENTS TO THE GREAT 

LAKES WITH OUR NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK: 

THE ADVENTURES OF KITTY SMOKE 

AND HER FRIENDS 
 

Kitty Smoke was once the most powerful 

tugboat on the Great Lakes. But after years of 

hard work she is replaced by newer tugboats 

and left to rot. Everything changes when a boy 

named Mark, his grandfather Captain Inch and 

the captain’s cat Cookie, find Kitty Smoke in a 

shipyard. Can they fix her up and help her 

become the greatest tugboat on the Great 

Lakes once again? 
 

Kitty Smoke is an engaging way to introduce 

Pre-K through 3rd graders to the history of the 

Great Lakes. As an outreach program, a 

museum representative can visit your school to 

read and discuss Kitty Smoke with your 

students. The book can also be sent to your 

school as a pre-visit activity before a field trip. 
 

Funding for Kitty Smoke 

provided by: 

If you have any questions, are ready to book 

or are looking for a custom program, please 

contact us: 
 

Ellen Kennedy 

Education Manager 

education@inlandseas.org 

419.214.5000 ext. 206 
 

For updated information visit: 

www.inlandseas.org/kids-zone/ 

FIELD TRIPS 
Museum Visit: 

$7 per person 

Museum Visit with Guided Tour of  

the Col. James M. Schoonmaker:  

$11 per person 

(Available May 1 through October 31) 
 

We require an adult to child ratio of 1:7 

Teachers are always free. 

 

STEM OUTREACH 
$250 for one program 

$350 for two presentations of the same 

program in the same day 

$425 for three presentations of the same 

program in the same day 

For visits outside of a 25 mile radius there will 

be a mileage charge of $0.50 per mile  

 

KITTY SMOKE 
Outreach Program: $75 per visit 

Pre-visit Packet for Field Trips: $25 

 

FIELD TRIP & OUTREACH GRANTS 

Grants are available to help schools in need 

fund their field trips or outreach programs. 

Contact us for more details. 
 

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 


